The Australian Sociological Association

Notice of proposed amendments to Rules of the Association

Special Resolutions to be considered at the Special General Meeting, Hobart, December 7, 2005, 9.00am – 11.00am, Stanley Burbury Theatre, University of Tasmania 

Members will be asked to vote on two proposed changes to the TASA Constitution. Details are as follows: 

Item 1: Format for voting in TASA Elections 

Preamble:

Item 15 of the TASA Constitution currently requires that all elections for the TASA Executive Committee be 'postal elections'. Given the resources available to us on TASAweb (a secure voting system using members' unique login details), this mode of voting may not be the best use of TASA resources. 

I propose a constitutional amendment to the membership that allows the election to be held online while retaining the option for a postal vote. It is likely, as with memberships, that most people will vote using an online system, and that it will facilitate an increase in the number of members that vote in TASA elections. 

Proposed change:

Current wording: 

15. The members of the Executive Committee, other than the ex officio members, are elected by postal ballot of the members in accordance with the following by-laws: 

Proposed new wording deletes the word 'postal' to allow online and postal voting: 
15. The members of the Executive Committee, other than the ex officio members, are elected by ballot of the members in accordance with the following by-laws: 


Item 2: TASA Public Officer 

Preamble:

The TASA Constitution does not currently recognise the TASA Public Officer. The Public Officer role is very important in meeting the incorporation requirements of the Association. This proposed change updates the Constitution to recognise the position of the Public Officer and establish the role as an ex-officio position of the Executive Committee. In particular, it is suggested item 14 has the addition of 'Public Officer' as follows: 

Proposed change: 

Current wording: 
14. The Executive Committee, consists of the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Postgraduate Member and two ordinary members (as voting members), and the Immediate Past President, Journal Editor and Newsletter Editor as non-voting ex officio members of the Executive Committee. 

Proposed new wording: 
14. The Executive Committee, consists of the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Postgraduate Member and two ordinary members (as voting members), and the Immediate Past President, Public Officer, Journal Editor and Newsletter Editor as non-voting ex officio members of the Executive Committee.

Notes: 

1. A special resolution is carried if at least three quarters of the votes cast are in favour of it. 

2. A quorum at a General Meeting is twenty members personally present.  

Dr Ian Woodward

TASA Secretary 

