[image: image1.png]australian | sociological
association





TASA Media Release – Friday 7th March 2003
OPEN LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER

HOW IS WAR WITH IRAQ IN AUSTRALIA'S NATIONAL INTEREST?

“How is war with Iraq in Australia's national interest?” ask concerned members of the public.  

In an open letter to the Prime Minister published in The Australian, 7 March 2003, troubled citizens, residents and expatriates pose several questions for the PM.  

The signatories to the letter believe that war with Iraq will entail the loss of civilian lives, fuel hostility among Muslim nations towards the West, provoke terrorist attacks, increase instability in the Middle East, and alienate some of Australia's Asian neighbours.  Therefore, they ask the Prime Minister to explain how the probable consequences of war with Iraq can be justified in terms of “the national interest”.   

The informal group claims that the domino theory – so effectively used during the Vietnam War to scare the Australian populace into complying with government policy – has long since had its flaws exposed.  Nevertheless it is being employed by the Government 20 years later, to justify involvement in the impending conflict with Iraq.

“We believe the Prime Minister is digging a very deep hole for this nation, from which it will be difficult to emerge”, said Emeritus Professor John Western who initiated the letter.

“We urge the Prime Minister and all politicians to ponder the very real consequences of war, and to pursue peaceful resolutions,” said Dr John Germov, a spokesperson for the group and President of The Australian Sociological Association (TASA).  
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