THE AUSTRALIAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

Thematic Groups Report 2008 

Name of group:  Media

Names and email addresses of convenors:

From 2008 TASA Conference (December 2008):

Dr David Nolan <djnolan@unimelb.edu.au>
Dr David Holmes <David.Holmes@arts.monash.edu.au>


Name and email address of contact person: (one person to process correspondence from TASA. This can be a convenor but need not be.)

David Nolan <djnolan@unimelb.edu.au>
Please provide a brief report of activities conducted between July 2007 and July 2008:

· A media thematic group meeting was held in December 2007 at the TASA 2007 conference in Auckland

Please identify any activities you expect to conduct in the next 12 months:

· At the 2008 TASA conference (December, Melbourne), new convenors were elected by members of the thematic group present at the thematic group meeting.  The new convenors are Dr David Nolan (Melbourne University) and Dr David Holmes (Monash University).

· The Thematic Group committed to editing a themed issue of Nexus (aiming for a 2009 issue), and is currently in the process of finalising this with the Nexus editors.  At the meeting, a number of participants present indicated they would be willing to contribute copy.

· Discussion was had of possibly submitting a proposal for a special issue of Journal of Sociology.  This is a longer-term project, but work will commence on this in 2009.

Please provide the names and email addresses of group members. Convenors must check that these people are financial members of TASA for 2008. (This list can be appended as a separate file if more convenient.)

Tim Marjoribanks (Melbourne ) tkmarj@unimelb.edu.au

Andrew Kenyon (Melbourne ) a.kenyon@unimelb.edu.au

Peter Corrigan (UNE) pcorriga@une.edu.au

Chris Dent (Melbourne ) c.dent@unimelb.edu.au

Karen Farquharson (Swinburne) kfarquharson@swin.edu.au

Peter Gale (UniSA) peter.gale@unisa.edu.au

Paula Geldens (Swinburne) pgeldens@swin.edu.au

Kate Liley (Dept. of Communities, Qld) kate.liley@communities.qld.gov.au

Deborah Lupton (CSU) dlupton@csu.edu.au

Rosslyn Reed (UTS) rosslyn.reed@uts.edu.au

David Rowe (UWS) d.rowe@uws.edu.au
David Holmes (Monash) David.Holmes@arts.monash.edu.au
Alexia Fry (Deakin) afr@deakin.edu.au

Angela Ragusa (Charles Sturt) aragusa@csu.edu.au
Luke Goode (Auckland) l.goode@auckland.edu.au
Colleagues who have indicated they will be joining TASA and the media TG:

Jack Roberts (Melbourne University) jackroberts@optusnet.com.au
Amy Dobson (Monash University) Amy.Dobson@arts.monash.edu.au
The Thematic Group is also following up with other people who have expressed interest in the thematic group at various points (or who have been members of the thematic group).

Activities since establishment in 2005

· Meetings at TASA Conferences each year.  These meetings have provided an opportunity for media sociologists to meet and to exchange ideas, both about research and about teaching

· Proposal to edit special issue of Journal of Sociology submitted (unsuccessful)

· In terms of the goals of the thematic group, the main achievement of the group to date is that the annual meetings have provided a forum for colleagues to discuss existing and potential research and teaching projects.  This has also provided a means for colleagues with similar interests in media to meet.

Thank you,

Eileen Clark, Thematic Groups Convenor

Please return form to e.clark@latrobe.edu.au
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