Minutes of the meeting of The Australian Sociological Association Sociology of Indigenous Issues Thematic group, December, 6th, 2010  Macquarie University

Present: Chair: Eileen Willis, Alisaa Macoun <a,macoun@uq.edu.au> Catherine Koerner, Theresa Petray <Theresa.petray@jcu.edu.au> Daphne Habibis <d.habibis@utas.edu.au> Dominic O’Sullivn <dosullivan@csu.edu.au> Kate Maher <kjmah1@student.monash.edu.au> Zane Ma Rhea <zane.marhea@monash.edu.au> 

Apologies: Deirdre Howard-Wagner, Raewyn Connell, Maggie Walter

Agenda items
1 Up-date of 2010 activities

a. Up-date of web page

Each year following the Sociology of Indigenous Issues thematic meeting the web page is up-dated. This usually occurs in January and includes posting the minutes of the thematic meeting and checking that all members of the group are members of TASA. 

Eileen Willis gave a brief report on the 2009 Sociology of Indigenous Issues Plenary session. Notes on this session are posted on the web page. 
b. Handling of papers submitted to Sociology of Indigenous Issues thematic group 

Activities in 2010 were limited to handling the ten papers received for the TASA conference. This was managed by Eileen Willis and Deirdre Howard-Wagner. Papers were timetabled for the first day of the conference. 

Both Eileen and Deirdre had requested that papers with an Indigenous focus that were submitted to either the Health or Law and Justice thematic groups be part of the Indigenous thematic group. One paper with a justice focus was submitted and included in the Indigenous section.
2 Call for nominations for 2011-2012 convenors

Theresa Petray and Kate Maher agreed to convene the section for the next two years. 
There was some discussion on activities for the year. The following activities are planned for 2011:

a. Eileen Willis to write up minutes and have them up-loaded onto web page

b. Eileen Willis will email list of current Sociology of Indigenous issues thematic group members to Theresa and Kate for verification that all are financial members  of TASA.
c. Recruitment drive; thematic leaders to request information from TASA on members who list Indigenous issues as an area of interest. These members will be contacted to see if they are interested in joining the Indigenous thematic group. This action to ensure we maintain required numbers. In 2011 members will only be allowed to nominate three thematic groups.
d. Listserv: Daphne Habibis offered to establish a listserv for discussion of key ideas. The first topic will pick up on issues raised at the 2009 Indigenous Sociology plenary session.  
3 Up-date.

a. On checking web page it was noted that the 2009 minutes have not been up-loaded. Eileen Willis to attend to this.

Sociology of Indigenous Issues

Aims and objectives:

The key aim of the sociology of Indigenous issues thematic group is to build and support the engagement of Australian sociology and sociologists with Indigenous social issues. To support this aim, the core objectives of the thematic group are to:

· foster the development of existing and new sociological perspectives on Indigenous related issues

· encourage and promote quality theoretical and empirical research across a broad range of Indigenous-related areas

· provide a forum for communication and collaboration of sociologists working in the field

· support the addition of sociological voices to contemporary and emerging social and political debates relating to Indigenous Australia

Year established:

2006

2009-2010 Convenors and contact details:

Dr Deirdre Howard-Wagner
Department of Sociology and Social Policy
RC Mills Building A26
University of Sydney
NSW 2006
Phone: (02) 9351 6679
Email: deirdre.howard-wagner@usyd.edu.au
A/Professor Eileen Willis
Social Health Science: Flinders Prevention, Promotion & Primary Health Care, School of Medicine
Faculty of Health Sciences
STURT GENERAL
Flinders University
GPO Box 2100
Adelaide, Australia
Phone: (08) 8201 3110
Email: Eileen.willis@flinders.edu.au
Members:

· Maggie Walter (University of Tasmania)

· Angela Durey (University of Western Australia)

· Deirdre Howard-Wagner (University of Sydney)

· Bill Tyler (Charles Darwin University)

· Priscilla Pyett (Monash University)

· David McCallum (Victoria University)

· Eileen Willis (Flinders University)

· Sherry Saggers (Edith Cowan University)

· Raewyn Connell (University of Sydney

· Janice Chesters (Monash University)

· Max Travers (University of Tasmania)

· Bill Genat (University of Melbourne)

· Daphne Habibis (University of Tasmania)

· Kyllie Cripps (University of Melbourne)

· Rosalie Bunn (University of Newcastle)

· Judith Wickes (University of the Sunshine Coast)

· Theresa Petray (James Cook University)

· Suneeti Rekhari (University of Woolongong)

