THE AUSTRALIAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

Thematic Groups Report 2010 


Name of group:  Critical Disability Studies Group

Names and email addresses of convenors:

Associate Professor Helen Meekosha: h.meekosha@unsw.edu.au
Dr Karen Soldatic:  k.soldatic@curtin.edu.au

Please provide a brief report of activities conducted between June 2009 and June 2010:
1. Change of convenors;
2. Secured special editions of TASA – CDS conference papers to be published as special editions of ERA ranked journals including:
· Australian Journal of Human Rights (2009) 15.1 (released December 09) 
ERA: A
· Critical Sociology (2012) ERA: B
3. Secured Guest Editorial Publication for Third World Quarterly (2011) on Disability in the Global South ERA: A
4. Worked with the TASA executive to develop an extensive disability access, inclusion and participation policy to ensure that Australian disability scholars are active members of the TASA professional body.  Policy currently under consideration by the TASA Executive and once in-principle agreement is received the policy will be circulated to members of the CDS group for final consultation and amendments.
5. Established a quarterly released newsletter incorporating contributions from international scholars within the field;
6. Established links with the equivalent group emerging under the auspices of the American Sociological Association;
7. Applied to Sociology for a special edition on critical disability studies but was unsuccessful;
8. Recruited new members including:
a. Professor Barbara Pini; and
b. Dr Peter Gibilisco

Please identify any activities you expect to conduct in the next 12 months:
1. Continue the quarterly newsletter;
2. Finalise the special edition of Third World Quarterly for international publication;
3. Extend linkages and networks with similar groups emerging under other international sociological bodies; and
4. Finalise Disability Access, Inclusion and Participation policy and monitor and review its effectiveness and the possible need for additional resources.



Thank you,
Eileen Clark, Thematic Groups Convenor

Please return form to elclark@westnet.com.au
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