THE AUSTRALIAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

Thematic Groups Report 2010 

Name of group:  Indigenous Sociology_____________________________

Names and email addresses of convenors:

deirdre.howard-wagner@usyd.edu.au_____________________________________
Eileen.willis@flinders.edu.au
Please provide a brief report of activities conducted between June 2009 and June 2010:

1 Minutes of the TASA thematic group: Indigenous Sociology prepared and posted on web page.

2 Plenary Session held at TASA conference on Illuminating an Indigenous Sociology for the 21st Century. This was funded by TASA. A report on the use of funds was prepared for TASA Executive.
3 Conference papers: Discussion was had on the low numbers of papers for the Indigenous thematic group. It was clear there were more than two papers on Indigenous sociology, but these papers were placed in other thematic groups.  It was agreed we would approach the Health and Crime and Governance thematic groups with a suggestion for shared sessions in 2010. 

4 Conference referee process: In 2009 refereeing of papers was organised by Eileen Willis for the group. It was not an onerous task given the low numbers of papers. However, we noted a submitted paper using whiteness theory was rejected by the Cultural Thematic group, which we would have accepted. We notified TASA Executive about instigating a process for authors to follow where their paper is rejected. TASA does have a policy, but it appears not be widely disseminated.

5 Webpage up-date. The minutes were posted on the web page. There was a proposal that members may like to nominate 5 relevant publications and provide them for posting on the web page (Within the TASA web page). This is to be discussed with members over the next few months to devise appropriate way forward. It is also possible that past Abstracts from TASA conference could be posted on web page. 
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