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CHOICE OF SITE FOR 2012 ISA FORUM OF SOCIOLOGY
The Executive Committee of the International Sociological Association invites bids for the site of ISA Forum of Sociology in 2012.

THE ISA FORUM

The first ISA Forum was held in Barcelona, 2008. It is designed first and foremost as a meeting of Research Committees, Working Groups, and Thematic Groups.  The Forum shall develop a socially relevant theme involving public actors and to which different areas of sociology can contribute, e.g. environmental issues, human rights, welfare, social justice, inequality, democratic participation, and crises.    

DEADLINE FOR BIDS
The bids should be received by the ISA Secretariat (see the above address/e-mail) no later than November 15, 2010. A decision will be made by January 15, 2011 by the ISA Executive Committee.

VENUE

1. Requirements for local organisational support

· Commitment to assist in the organisation of the following aspects of the event:

· Social programme (opening reception and closing reception)

· Rent of the conference venue(s)

· Organisation of lunches and coffee breaks
· Hotel accommodation for participants

· Local transport arrangements, if needed
2. Date of the conference

Availability of the site for 4 days, preferably during the months of July-August 2012. 

3. Requirements for a conference venue

· Facilities for 2,000 or more persons in attendance, for free or at a minimal cost
· 1 plenary hall
at least 2000 persons

· 3 rooms
300 persons

(simultaneous sessions)

· 55 session rooms
60-100 persons 
(simultaneous sessions)

· Office facilities for an ISA Secretariat of at least 5 persons (see also technical equipment requirements)

· Book exhibit space 
20 book sellers
(at the meeting site, or in  close proximity)
· Luncheon facilities on the conference site or in restaurants within walking distance that could serve 2000 persons within two hours;

· Banking facilities, postal facilities, travel agency facilities, medical service, and public copy facilities at the conference site, or in very close proximity.

4. Technical equipment requirements

· Standard audio-visual equipment in all session rooms: computer or laptop with Power Point and data projector.

· Availability of other equipment: internet connection, video player, slide projector, overhead projector, projection screen, white/blackboard or flipcharts, microphone system (if needed).
· Office facilities for an ISA Secretariat of at least 5 persons with computer, printer, international telephone/fax/e-mail facilities, internet connection, and coping machine, etc.

· Cybercafé/ WiFi at the conference site, or in very close proximity.

5. Requirements for hotel facilities

· Efficient and reliable hotel-booking system
· Hotels of different categories:

· 40% two star hotels

· 50% three star hotels

· 10% four star hotels

· Total room capacity in the city of more than 4000 rooms

· Distance between conference venue and hotels to be no more than 10 minutes by public transport or 20 minutes on foot. 
· Availability of inexpensive accommodation, for example student dormitories.

6. Requirements for international transport

· An international airport close to the city

· Regular and direct connections with all main airports across the globe.
7. Visas

It is important that the LOC be in a position to address problems of access to visas for participants coming from many different countries and, more generally, to expedite the visa process.
COSTS

1. The costs of conference participation shall be shown to be reasonable:

· A list of approximate air fares from representative sites across the globe shall be submitted with the bid, including what reduction might be secured from the national or other airlines;

· Costs of hotel accommodations and their proximity to the conference site (including mode of transport from hotels to conference site); availability for at least 2,000 persons of medium and low-cost accommodations (including student dormitories);

· Possibilities of low-cost luncheon programs at the conference site;

· Possibilities of reasonably priced tourism programs, prior to or following the Conference.

2.  The bidder shall demonstrate its ability to assume advance costs (from its own funds or from subsidies it shall obtain locally) for the conference on the following basis:

· ISA works normally with its own PCO which handles all pre-registrations as well as on-the-spot registrations during the conference week. Registration fees shall be set by the ISA.

· ISA Vice-President for Research assumes responsibility for preparing the scientific program, together with the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) composed of representatives of the local sociological association.

