PhD Scholarships
School of Social Science
The University of Queensland (UQ)

An opportunity is available for up to four students who have gained first class honours in sociology, anthropology, or related disciplines, to join a group of experienced researchers in the School of Social Science at UQ. They will study for a doctorate while working on various ARC-funded, and other, projects, listed below: 
· Global reflexivity, transnationalism and farm actors: The aim is to examine practices of transnational mobility and global engagement among elite farmers. How ‘globally engaged’ are they and what does this tell us about spatial embeddedness?
Research team: Dr Lynda Cheshire, Professor Geoffrey Lawrence, Professor Zlatko Skrbis, Dr Carol Richards and Kiah Smith

· The political economy of biofuels: Biofuels are being increasingly used to replace oil-based fuels both nationally and globally. What sorts of biofuels are being grown, where and by whom? When land for food production is used to produce biofuels, what does this mean for local communities and for food security?
Research team: Professor David Burch, Professor Geoffrey Lawrence and Dr Kristen Lyons

· The new land owners: Finance corporations and various wealth funds are changing the patterns of ownership and control of farmlands nationally and globally. Some researchers consider this to be a foreign ‘land grab’ as wealthy nations seek to secure foods and biofuels from the poorer countries of the world. Others see this as investment for much-needed development. How is this new form of land control being experienced at the local level? Is this so-called ‘financialisation’ of agriculture producing benefits? Is it producing protest and resistance?
Research team: Professor David Burch, Professor Geoffrey Lawrence, Dr Kristen Lyons and Dr Carol Richards

· The sociology of functional foods: Food companies are experimenting with a wide range of techniques and additives aimed at bio-enhancing the products they sell. Products containing new ingredients aimed at providing additional health benefits are being marketed by firms that see themselves as part of an emerging ‘wellness industry’. What is occurring here? How can it be theorized? What are the implications for consumer health? 
Research team: Professor David Burch, Professor Geoffrey Lawrence and Dr Kristen Lyons
Applicants will need to meet the general requirements for admission into a PhD program at UQ and to submit a written application for an Australian Postgraduate Award (APA). The starting date is negotiable and relocation support funds will be provided. 
Successful applicants will be given the opportunity to work with a project team but also to progress their own research agendas within these projects. They will be provided with an APA stipend (currently $22,500 tax free) along with research support funds of up to $4,000 (after thesis confirmation) for fieldwork and conference travel. 
For further information on the projects please contact Dr Lynda Cheshire at l.cheshire@uq.edu.au or Professor David Burch on d.burch@uq.edu.au For information about doctoral studies within the School of Social Science please contact Mrs Keitha Brown on Keitha.brown@uq.edu.au For further information on the School of Social Science go to:  http://www.socialscience.uq.edu.au/  
