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¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ¢!{! ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ !b¦ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎπ

day 2nd of September and focused on the theme of biodi-

versity. Three keynote speakers were invited to deliver 

addresses on the concept and respond to questions later 

in a forum style session. These were Professor Steven Do-

vers from the Fenner School of Environmental Science 

and Policy at ANU, Ms Deb Kerr from the National Farm-

ers Federation and Professor Stewart Lockie from the 

School of Sociology at ANU. Each speaker kindly agreed to 

contribute a small article on the subject for Nexus. As an 

editorial note, we would like to take this opportunity to 

thank Ms. Penelope Marshall for her assistance in orga-

nizing the event and gathering the reports.  
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This is the final issue of Nexus overseen by the current 

editors. Unfortunately we have had to cut short our 

original two-year term after moving to the United King-

dom to advance our careers. We are happy to announce 

though that a recent addition to the editorial team, 

Nicholas Osbaldiston (U of Melbourne) along with Peta 

Cook (U of Tasmania) will be taking up the reins. In sign-

ing off we want to thank the support of the TASA Office 

(Sally) who has played a key administrative as well as 

creative role in the production of the newsletter. We are 

also indebted to those colleagues who over the past 

year generously gave their precious time in contributing 

material. In particular we wish to note the considered 

effort of those involved with Teaching Tidbits, Expat and 

10  Tips for Postgraduates. 

In Teaching Tidbits this issue Associate Professor Fiona 

Verity (Flinders) gives insight into her creative lecturing 

style, including how to use a thought bubble in class. In 

Expat Dr Jo Haynes from the University of Bristol re-

sponds to our prompts, this time popular music lyrics, 

weaving together insightful reflections on contemporary 

culture, the life she long left behind in Australia and the 

current state of British universities. The 10 Tips for Post-

graduates this time around examines breaking into the 

academic job market. 

Finally, we wish the new editorial team well. Such pro-

fessional roles too often are not adequately recognised 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

newsletter is at the frontline of promoting disciplinary 

culture and networks. In this we are pleased that Nick 

and Peta are planning on retaining some key aspects of 

the current Nexus structure. Over to you. 

 

Brad West, Priscilla Dunk-West and Nicholas Osbaldiston 

(Editors) 

September Executive Meeting 

In September the TASA Executive met in Canberra for 

its annual two-day meeting, held in tandem with the 

Annual General Meeting and the TASA Public Lecture. 

Significant decisions at the Executive meeting included: 

An allocation of $10,000 to the Thematic 

Group Support Scheme for 2011; 

Ratification of new Disability, Inclusion and 

Participation Guidelines; 

Ratification of a new Thematic Group in Ru-

ral Sociology; and 

The decision to change our logo to make it 

more suitable for the Internet. 

Sadly we did not obtain a quorum at our AGM for the 

second year in a row. We needed 20 live TASA bodies, 

and we only had 18. This means we will have to re-run 

the AGM at our Special General Meeting at the confer-

ence, but there are no substantial issues to be ad-

dressed. 

The Public Lecture was co-hosted by ANU Sociology 

and the TASA Environment and Society Thematic 

DǊƻǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ άIƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ 

ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǉǳŀǘƛŎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘΚέ 

Unlike previous Public Lectures, there were 3 speakers, 

and only one of them was a sociologist. They included 

aǎ 5Ŝō YŜǊǊ όŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴύΣ 

Professor Stephen Dovers (Director of the Fenner 

School of Environment and Society, ANU) and Professor 

Stewart Lockie (Sociology, ANU). The speakers high-

lighted the critical importance of biodiversity, which 

has been overshadowed by climate change in recent 

years. There was a full lecture theatre, and a lively 

question and answer session afterwards.   

Thanks to ANU for hosting the Public Lecture, and 

Penelope Marshall in particular for looking after the 

Executive so well during its stay. 



 

Change in Nexus Editors for 2011 

Brad West and Priscilla Dunk-West took on the role of 

Nexus Editors at the beginning of 2010. Since then they 

have been appointed to academic posts in the UK, at the 

University of Bristol and Coventry University respec-

tively. Brad and Priscilla have generously edited Nexus 

from the UK since then, with considerable assistance 

from Nick Osbaldiston at the University of Melbourne. 

This was never a viable long-term proposition, and they 

are now stepping down. Thanks to Brad and Priscilla for 

their work. 

Nick Osbaldiston will now step up to the Editorship, with 

Peta Cook from the University of Tasmania. The Execu-

tive is delighted that Nick and Peta have agreed to take 

on the task.  

The 2010 TASA Conference 

This newsletter should arrive as many of you are prepar-

ing to attend our annual conference, at Macquarie Uni-

ǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ Ψ{ƻŎƛŀƭ 

/ŀǳǎŜǎΣ tǊƛǾŀǘŜ [ƛǾŜǎΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ /Φ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ aƛƭƭǎΩ Řƛǎπ

ǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΨǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƛŜǳΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ƛƴ ¢he Sociological 

Imagination.  

Keynote speakers are Associate Professor Syed Farid 

Alatas from the National University of Singapore, and Dr 

Mary Holmes from Flinders University. The conference 

builds on several initiatives of recent years: the growing 

role of Thematic Groups in the shaping of the confer-

ence, and more plenary sessions which draw the socio-

logical community together.  

I look forward to seeing many of you at Macquarie!  

My final letter 

This is my final Letter from the President. The last four 

years have been challenging, interesting and enjoyable. 

Most of the work has involved coordinating and main-

taining existing activities and commitments. At the same 

time, TASA has extended itself in a variety of ways dur-

ing the period. In particular: 

The Raewyn Connell Prize provides recogni-

tion for first -time authors;  

The Outstanding Service to TASA Award pro-

vides recognition for professional service; 

The Thematic Groups have become embed-

ded in the organisation of our conferences; 

Health Sociology Review is embedded as part 

ƻŦ ¢!{!Ωǎ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎΤ 

TASA has represented Sociology in the devel-

opment of a ranked journal system for the 

ERA; 

 TASA has contributed towards the develop-

ment of Sociology in the Victorian Certificate 

of Education; and  

¢!{!Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŝƴπ

hanced (and is about to be relaunched). 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ¢!{!Ωǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 

their support and friendship during the past four years. 

The Executive group has a terrific culture which makes it 

possible to discuss difficult and challenging issues in a 

robust but constructive manner. I am especially grateful 

to Sally Daly (our Executive Officer since 2009), Tim 

Marjoribanks (Vice President 2007-8), Wendy Hillman 

(Treasurer 2007-10), Eileen Clark (Secretary 2007-10), 

and Deb King (Vice President 2009-10, and incoming 

President). 

More generally, thanks to the broader community of 

sociologists who support TASA in many different ways. 

When I took on the Presidency I was astonished at how 

much TASA does with such a tiny budget. The longer I 

have been in the position, the more I appreciate that 

this is only possible because of the efforts of its mem-

bers ς editing the journals and newsletters, staging the 

conferences, judging the awards, participating in the 

working parties, and providing advice and assistance as 

required. I am sure that this culture will continue to be a 

source of strength for Australian Sociology. 

 

Michael Gilding 

President, TASA 
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Biodiversity  

 Such omissions are equally prominent in national policy 

and programs. Property rights can be defined as a collec-

tion of entitlements and obligations, or prohibitions, as-

sociated with access to a particular resource (Reeve 

1997). Prohibitions typically include activities that are 

harmful to others or which otherwise degrade the re-

source. Not surprisingly, prohibitions on land clearing 

have been seen by farmers as an infringement of their 

right to manage property economically and efficiently. It 

is easy to dismiss this as little more than a defence of 

private property. However, farmers also argue, with 

some justification, that blanket restrictions on clearing 

remove the incentive to actively manage threats to bio-

diversity through, for example, the control of exotic 

plants and animals (Lockie 2009). 

One of the policy responses to the perceived inflexibility 

and perverse outcomes of regulatory instruments has 

ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ΨƳŀǊƪŜǘ-based instru-

ƳŜƴǘǎΩ (MBIs) for biodiversity conservation. MBIs may 

take a variety of forms; the most common in relation to 

biodiversity being the use of auction schemes to solicit 

bids from landholders for the provision of protection to 

target ecosystems (Lockie and Tennent 2010). These al-

ƭƻǿ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 

efforts without creating hidden production subsidies. In 

principle, those landholders who are able to conserve at 

least cost will secure the bids and public funds will be 

ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΦ LƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŀǎπ

sessment  of the cost and benefits of conservation will 

be their own financial situation, personal interests and 

preferences and, critically, assessment of the contribu-

tion of biodiversity to the productive potential of the 

farm. This also allows, in principle, some movement 

away from the idea embedded in clearing restrictions 

that biodiversity conservation is fundamentally about 

the protection of native species from agriculture and 

towards the idea that biodiversity conservation may also 

be about the management of healthy, functioning eco-

systems for agriculture. 

MBIs have an elegant logic about them (Lockie 2010). 

The obvious question is whether this logic is simply too 

good to be true? MBIs devolve incredibly complex ques-

tions about the distribution of benefits arising from eco-

system services between the public and the individual, 

and about the rights and responsibilities  
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Market and non-market policy instruments for biodi-
versity conservation on private land in Australia 
Professor Stewart Lockie ς Australia National              

University   

Australian policy to address environmental degradation 
associated with agriculture has historically focused on 
voluntary participation in education and planning pro-
grams.  Regulatory measures were few and rarely en-
forced.  This began to change in the 1990s when restric-
tions on so-called land clearing were established in  sev-
eral states. Among the objectives of these restrictions 
was the protection of biodiversity, a consideration 
largely absent from programs that historically had been 
ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨōǊƻǿƴΩ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊπ
vation.  
 

The United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 

ό/.5ύ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terres-

trial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the eco-

logical complexes of which they are part: this includes 

diversity within species, between species and of ecosys-

ǘŜƳǎΩ ό¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ мффоΥмпсύΦ While the CBD does 

not provide a definition of biodiversity specific to agricul-

ture, related conventions paint a picture of agricultural 

biodiversity as an inherently socio-ecological concept.  

They acknowledge the roles of indigenous people and 

farmers in managing biodiversity; identify biodiversity as 

the foundation of food security and poverty alleviation; 

ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƘŜǊƛπ

ǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΩ όC!h мфуфΥ уύΦ 

As self-evident as it may seem that protecting and en-

hancing biodiversity is critical to the long-term well-

being of humankind, there are numerous complexities 

involved in translating what is actually a fairly vague sort 

of concept (in the manner of other key socio-ecological 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩύ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǿƻǊƪŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻπ

gram of governance at a number of levels. The COB at-

tempts to address this through the additional notions of 

ΨǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ-based manage-

ƳŜƴǘΩΣ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŘŘƛπ

tional concepts may be, they fail to tackle what is really 

at stake here in terms of conflict over property rights 

and the protection of national sovereignty (McGraw, 

2002). 



 

inhering in access to property, to individual landholders.  

The problem here is not simply that farmers and graziers 

are asked to make appropriate management decisions in 

the face of complexity and uncertainty (which is hardly 

new to them), but that decisions about ecosystem proc-

esses which cross multiple temporal and spatial scales 

fundamentally ought not to be individualized. It is for 

this very reason that, until recently, one of the major 

features of education and planning programs for private 

landholders was delivery through self-directed peer 

groups organized at a neighbourhood or water catch-

ment level. The National Landcare Program, in particu-

ƭŀǊΣ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ 

sense of responsibility to provide environmental services 

and to engage in collaborative planning and action with 

other  stakeholders. 

Policy documents and government reports relevant to 

biodiversity conservation on private land in Australia 

suggest that the ability to mix market and non-market 

policy instruments provides government with a range of 

options to target public expenditure without compro-

mising international free trade obligations (e.g. DEH 

2005). Options based around collaborative management 

and/or market-based instruments also enable govern-

ments to avoid the conflicts over private property rights 

that accompany regulatory restrictions on resource use. 

It is argued here, however, that market and non-market 

instruments do not necessarily mix comfortably.  

Such instruments embody conflicting expectations re-

ƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Řƛǎπ

tribution of benefits that arise from conservation, and 

the role of public engagement in natural resource man-

agement and policy. Non-market instruments such as 

the Landcare model encourage landholders to collabo-

rate and take more responsibility both individually and 

collectively for the protection of ecosystem processes. 

MBIs require landholders to act as individuals. They re-

quire non-collusion and rely, for their efficiency, on land-

ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŎŀƭŎǳƭǳǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 

process, MBIs potentially undermine collaborative man-

agement processes while reinforcing the perception 

among some landholders that the protection of ecosys-

tem processes is primarily a public responsibility. 

Multiple policy options do not necessarily add up to an 

effective policy mix. Devolving complexity to resource 

users does not make it go away. No policy mix will ef-

fectively protect and enhance biodiversity conservation 

on private land in Australia unless based on a consis-

tent set of assumptions regarding the rights and obliga-

tions of land users. The legitimacy of these assumptions 

will themselves depend both on serious R&D concern-

ing the value and optimization of ecosystem services 

for agriculture and on deliberation and negotiation at a 

number of scales over the best ways to manage ecosys-

tem processes for agriculture and environmental val-

ues.  

Department of the Environment and Heritage (DEH) (2005) 

Australia: Third National Report to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity. Canberra: Commonwealth of 

Australia. 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

Conference (FAO Conference) (1989) Resolution 

4/89: Agreed Interpretation of the International Un-

dertaking, FAO, Rome. 

Lockie, S. (2009b) óAgricultural Biodiversity and Neoliberal 

Regimes of Agri-Environmental Governance in Aus-

traliaô, Current Sociology, 57(3), 407ï426. 

Lockie, S. (2010) óNeoliberal Regimes of Environmental 

Governance: Climate Change, Biodiversity and Agri-
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 Lockie, S. and Tennent, R. (2010) óMarket Instruments and 
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Australia became a dominantly urban society in the 

1850s. The social and economic contribution of agricul-

ture is certainly and understandably inflated by farm 

lobby groups, but it is also underestimated by neo-

classical economic accounting. The nature and future of 

two-thirds of the continent is discussed in a vacuum of 

understanding, and those inhabiting the two-thirds ap-

pear not to comprehend the interdependencies be-

tween rural and urban Australia. Both need each other. 

The rural-urban divide is a political and media conven-

ience, and a gross simplification.1 

But Australia is ambivalent towards its rural domain. We 

decry the subsidies offered to agriculture in Europe, but 

at least they know what they want from non-urban land-

scapes. They want non-urban landscapes, for a complex 

of economic, cultural, ecological and aesthetic reasons. 

Australia has no vision, no policy, no set of coherent 

goals, just a gaggle of competing sectoral and issue 

based positions. That may change with the recent as-

cendency of regional politic interests since the 2010 fed-

eral election. 

The ambivalence toward rural Australia has been dis-

turbed by issues such as water and biodiversity. What 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ 

as there are downstream and off-site impacts, and pub-

lic goods. Australia is a world leader in biodiversity loss.2  

Please applaud that achievement. We are part of a 

looming wave of extinction unprecedented in the history 

of life on Earth. The evolutionary trajectory of life will 

change.  Australia has degraded its riverine ecosystems 

extraordinarily well and quickly. Not bad for a nation 

that was such a late comer to modernism. And agricul-

ture is a big part of that story: clearance of native vege-

tation, conversion to introduced pasture,  crops and clo-

ven hoofs, and input of chemical fertilisers by definition 

are both productive and destructive.  

 

_____________________________ 

1. For a perspective, see Witt et al 2009, Exploring the city-
bush divide, Australasian J Env Manag, 16: 168ς180. 
 
2. For an overview of Australian environmental and natural 
resource management issues, see Lindenmayer etal (eds), 
2008, The ten commitments, CSIRO Publishing.  
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I would like to offer some brief comments around the 

topic of biodiversity conservation on private lands from 

the perspectives of my sequential post-secondary train-

ing: a certificate in agronomy, then a degree in applied 

science in ecology, and a PhD in public policy. The last is 

my current focus in research, and I stretch to reliably 

recall and represent the earlier foci.  

Agriculture has a strange place in modern Australia. A 

tiny proportion of Australians have ever set foot on a 

farm ς despite the outback and agrarian myths, beyond 

the barbed wire fence is a foreign country. We have long 

been afflicted by a firmly binary attitude to land tenure 

and land use ς ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

for both. Managing multiple benefits from land is a new 

and challenging idea, and really what this evening is 

about. Understanding of the physical geography, ecology 

and economy of the continent amongst the great bulk of 

people is very poor.  

It is difficult to sustain constructive and informed public 

and policy debates in the absence of foundational 

knowledge and understanding. Conversely, many farm-

ers and farm groups ς the more generally in rural Austra-

lia where non-farmers outnumber farmers by a large 

margin ς ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŜǾƛƭΦ ! 5 IƻǇŜΩǎ 

ƭƛƴŜǎ ǎǳƳ ƛǘ ǳǇΧ 

And her five cities, like five teeming sores,  

Each drains her: a vast parasite state 

Where second hand Europeans pullulate 

Timidly on the edge of alien shores. 

Professor Stewart Lockie is the Head of the School of So-

ciology at the ANU. Stewart has a BA of Applied Science 

in Agriculture and a PhD in Sociology. He has completed 

numerous projects in Australia for organisations includ-

ing the National Land and Water Resources Audit, Land 

& Water Australia; National Heritage Trust, Australian 

Landcare Council; the Commonwealth Department of 

Environment and Heritage; and others. Stewart has also 

worked overseas predominantly in the Philippines where 

he returns often on research involving landholders, gov-

ernment bodies, civil society and the private sector. 

Biodiversity. 
Professor Steven Dovers ς Australia National University 



 

From an ecological perspective, it is crucial to under-

stand where the roots of the current imperative to ad-

dress biodiversity loss on private land lie. Many ecolo-

gists in recent years have, thankfully, lost the plot. That 

is, the focus on discrete areas of natural habitat and 

single species has broadened to ecological function and 

integrity across landscapes. The narrow and myopic 

focus on a few species was created by the US Endan-

gered Species Act, and thus the weight of activity in US 

ecology which dominates the literature and thinking. 

The areas of landscape ecology and conservation biol-

ogy have got us out of the lab, beyond the plot and 

simple regressions, and looking at complex relation-

ships across species, ecosystems, climate, hydrology 

and human enterprises.4 

What we now understand ς and the realisation has 

been only quite recent ς is that the previous, and still 

dominant, approach to biodiversity is nowhere near 

sufficient to arrest, let alone reverse, biodiversity loss. 

That approach has been to put a few bits of land in na-

ture reserves, and have some stretcher bearers ready 

for a few species when they are so threatened with 

extinction it is probably too late. The response thus far 

to this situation has seen a number of things happen: 

The reserve network has been steadily ex-

panded, with attempts to integrate the planning 

and management of reserves across the land-

scape and jurisdictions. This expansion has not 

been equalled with sufficient investments in 

management of the reserve estate. But we have 

ŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǝŀπ

zetted national park ς The Royal National Park ς 

was considered, on its own, enough for the Col-

ony of NSW. 

 

 

_________________________ 

3. See some of the result of the Sustainable Farms research project 
at http://fennerschool-research.anu.edu.au/sustfarms/, including 
Sherren et al, 2010, 2010, Integration by case, place and process: 
transdisciplinary research for sustainable grazing in the Lachlan 
River catchment. Landscape Ecology, 25: 1219ς1230.  

4.See Lindenmayer and Fischer, 2006, Habitat fragmentation and 
landscape change,  Island Press.  
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There are many, many examples of excellent practice of 

combining conservation and production on farms, and it 

is true that there are landholders achieving incredible 

results. But they are not numerous, yet. A major chal-

lenge is how these emerging examples can be promul-

gated and spread. The decline of extension and support 

services in rural areas is one barrier to the spread of 

good practice ς the result of states downsizing ς as I sus-

pect the now-endangered or extinct species that is the 

district soil conservationist or agronomist would have 

been a better basis for spreading new practices than the 

last two decades of ad hoc grant programmes. A bigger 

problem is that innovative farming practices ς fast rota-

tion grazing, pasture cropping, periodic land retirement, 

and so on ς have a limited evidence base to convince 

other landholders, and the policy makers who seek to 

create incentives and rules, of the merits of manage-

ment change. There are many prescriptions being ban-

died about, and lots of likely snake oil.  

That evidence is missing in an economic sense, as the 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŦŀǊƳ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

handle emerging innovative practice because the data 

ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

is lagging contemporary needs, soil science is on the way 

out, there is a shortage of skills in managing trees in the 

landscape, whether for wood production or other prod-

ucts like carbon, wildlife and water, and our reserve es-

tate runs on the smell of an oily rag.  

Add agricultural lands to the reserve estate, the Indige-

nous lands domain, Defence lands, Crown reserves and 

the rest, and as a social, economic and ecological enter-

prise, 95% of our continent is short staffed, and the staff 

recruitment and development programs are third-rate.  

Progressive land management prescriptions are also 

poorly evidenced in an ecological sense. We have a poor 

grasp of what is happening in our landscapes, with sur-

face water, groundwater, soil condition, carbon, and es-

pecially biodiversity. Decades of policy and research at-

tention characterised by ad hocery and amnesia mean 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ biodiversity benefits of 

different land management regimes will be. But we have 

had some major gains in recent years.3 

 

http://fennerschool-research.anu.edu.au/sustfarms/


 

A realisation that, no matter what expansion or 

feasible further expansion, protected areas alone 

cannot stop the loss of biodiversity, even if su-

perbly managed and optimally placed, neither of 

which is the case.  

Attention to off-reserve conservation has in-

creased, firstly in patches and strips of treesτfar 

less in terms of understory and grassesτbeing 

preserved or regenerated.  

But, at the same time, we have realised the 

greater-than-expected biodiversity value of vege-

tation across the whole production landscape ς 

scattered paddock trees, for example are not just 

ecologically valuable, but irrevocably disappearing 

(native grasses too).5 Little patches and strips and 

the reserves we have are not enough, we must 

manage whole landscapes for multiple values. 

But we have also realised that we do not have 

anything like the long term ecological monitoring 

and research needed to understand how these 

landscape systems work and be confident in our 

interventions.6  

And beneath that, we have realised that only in a 

very few places do we have a reliable picture of 

what landscapes looked and functioned like be-

fore white occupation and use. We seek to get 

ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ŀƴ 

enterprise without a baseline. We need more local 

and regional environmental histories to inform 

current ecology.7 

From a public policy perspective, biodiversity is really 

annoying. The different bits of it ς species, ecosystems, 

etc ς exist at multiple spatial scales, cross habitats, 

change habitat and feeding needs within a single year,  

and are interdependent from genes, through species, 

species assemblages, and ecosystems. Changing climate 

adds to the complex dynamic. Biodiversity, and the natu-

ral world in general ς treats boundaries of tenure, ad-

ministration, policy responsibility and data gathering 

with utter disdain.  

In the face of all this, we have multiple policy and man-

agement experiments. Early experiments were the re-

serves and single species plans.  

Newer ones have been Landcare, planting and protect-

ing in strips and patches, and innumerable grant pro-

grammes to assist conservation on farm land. Emerging 

experiments are stewardship payments to farmers, 

which are being trialled now, certification systems to 

reward sustainable production, tender and auction 

variations of grant programmes that may pit neighbours 

against each other, and the expansion of private or com-

munity-purchased land for nature conservation. The lat-

est and biggest experiment are the dozens of large scale 

ecological connectivity initiatives crossing hundreds and 

even thousands of kilometres around the country.  

All of these, the older and the just starting, have merit. 

Some have worked or are working well, some are not. 

aƻǎǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǎ ŦŀǎƘπ

ions, programs and attention shift over budget and elec-

tion cycles, and more importantly beyond forward esti-

mates. There is also a lot of confusion, weariness, claim 

and counter claim. 

In the confusion are some leading, progressive, regen-

erative farmers who seem to achieve good economic 

outcomes at the same time as higher quality product, 

business resilience and biodiversity outcomes. At the 

same time. And some with reduced labour, financial, 

energy and chemical inputs. Is that too good to be true? 

There is a big challenge to policy here, and of course to 

land managers be they private or public or community. I 

will finish with six tasks that I believe could sort the con-

fusion out, and get us somewhere. 

1. First, to work toward a better ecological and agri-

cultural literacy in the population, both rural and 

urban ς an agro-ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ΨŎƛǾƛŎǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 

and which makes constructive debate and pro-

gress that much harder. That needs spans the 

school and tertiary curricula, and professional and 

community education. 

____________________ 

5.Fischer et al, 2009, Reversing a tree regeneration crisis in an 
endangered ecoregion, Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, 106: 10386ς10391. 

6. Lindenmayer and Likens, 2010, Effective ecological monitor-
ing, CSIRO Publishing. 
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2. Second, properly resource the management of our 

reserve network. The public fraud that national 

parks are well-managed must cease, and I do not 

say that to attack the reserve system as too  many 

lobby groups do. The people employed to manage 

our parks are excellent but there are far too few 

of them. Why do we divide land managers along 

the same lines as tenure and administrative 

boundaries? We should more seriously consider 

the paid services of neighbouring land holders. 

3. Third, adequate and well-maintained long term 

research and monitoring, of ecological attributes 

but also of financial, production, physical and la-

bour inputs and outputs of property scale. That 

would be a significant increase on what is being 

done now. 

4 Fourth, urgent and rigorous evaluation of leading 

examples of innovation, ecological, economic, 

production, and lifestyle. Are these cases too good 

to be true? Until demonstrated, few will take up 

their lead and we should not blame them for not 

doing so. 

5 Fifth, a major re-invigoration of R&D, training and 

extension in agriculture, designed for the ecologi-

Ŏŀƭ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 

Australia is among a select few countries who 

have actually decreased R&D in agriculture. That 

is quite unbelievable. If we are to resurrect com-

petent landscape management in Australia, many 

programmes will need to be collaborative across 

campuses, and with industry and government 

partners. The National Forestry Masters Program 

is a model for such collaboration (see http://

www.forestry.org.au/masters/). 

6. Sixth, we need policy programs that persist over 

time rather than come and go every few years, 

and can learn and adapt and accrue knowledge 

rather than create amnesia. What those programs 

encourage ς the specific policy instruments of 

grants, regulations, rebates, information, what-

ever ς should be informed by what farmers need 

and want and what works, not by convenience or 

political or disciplinary fashion.  

For persistent policy programs we need local-regional 

organisational with the capacity to deliver the assis-

tance needed. That might be the current 55 regional 

organisations, or it might be Landcare renewed. But we 

should either commit to those scales of organisation 

and resource and empower them, or get rid of them.8 

The states and the Commonwealth are not very good 

at doing things locally and regionally. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘΚ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

loss and maybe even increasing it. More resilient and 

productive agriculture. A better understanding be-

ǘǿŜŜƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǳǊōŀƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōŀŘΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ 

we can crack how to understand and manage multiple 

ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭπ

ƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ōŀŘ 

commodity to sell on the world market either, because 

no other country has got there yet. 

Professor Stephen Dovers is the Director of the Fenner 

School of Environment and Society at the ANU and is 

associated with the national adaptation research net-

works in settlements and infrastructure, disasters, and 

social sciences. Steve is Associate Editor of Environ-

mental Science and Policy and the Australasian Journal 

of Environmental Management and a member of the 

editorial board of Global Environmental Change. 

 

____________________ 

8. For example, Robins. and Dovers, 2007, Community-based NRM 

boards of management: Are they up to the task? Australasian Jour-

nal of Environmental Management, 14: 111ς122.  
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Environmental Performance of Agriculture in OECD Coun-

tries Since 1990: Australia Country. Anecdotally, the 

overall expenditure by farmers to Government was 4:1 

(apparently ABARE figures).  

There are signs that the pressure (from agriculture) on 

biodiversity is easing (OECD (2008), Environmental Per-

formance of Agriculture in OECD Countries Since 1990: 

Australia Country Section, Paris, France). 

Land and water based biodiversity are an intrinsic part of 

the Australian landscape and farmers have been and 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǊƳǎΩ 

assets. A healthy ecosystem and landscape is important 

to enable farmers to produce food and fibre. 

Farmers have and continue to protect biodiversity in 

many ways: 

Voluntarily, in many cases over generations; 

Participating in legal tenure such as covenants (the ex-

ception is Indigenous Protected Areas); 

Participating in a myriad of State and Federal Govern-

ment programs, e.g. Environmental Stewardship and 

Nature Refuges 

Regulatory through State and Federal legislation, e.g. 

EPBC Act. 

There is significant pressure, coming through from Aus-

ǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

on Biological Diversity for Australia to do more to pro-

tect biodiversity ς and this includes agricultural biodiver-

sity but this is not acknowledged as an issue in Australia. 

Often there is an implied assumption that private land-

holders have and continue to manage this aspect of their 

land poorly.  

 However, historically Governments have imposed obli-

gations via land title on private landholders to clear land 

(as late as the 1960s) and now impose obligations not to 

clear land via state based vegetation laws. Moreover, 

much of the biodiversity on land now is a result of pri-

ǾŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻπ

tect and manage biodiversity. Often this has been done 

with little or no acknowledgement and with little or no 

support in the face of regulatory imposed community 

standards of duty of care.  
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Statistics  

52% of agricultural businesses undertook activities to 

protect native vegetation, 45% of undertook wetland 

protection and 49% river or creek bank protection 

(Australian Bureau of Statistics, Year Book Australia 2009

ς10). 

Natural Resource Management is a fundamental activity 

on Australian farms. In fact, 94.3% of Australian farms 

actively undertake Natural Resource Management 

(Australian Bureau of Statistics, Natural Resource Man-

agement on Australian Farms 2006ς07). 

63% of all agricultural businesses reported making one 

or more land management changes over the last five 

years to address land and soil related problems 

(Australian Bureau of Statistics, Land Management and 

Farming in Australia, 2007-2008, Catalogue No. 4627.0). 

In 2007ς08, 66% of all agricultural businesses reported 

having native vegetation on their holding and just over 

half of these protected their native vegetation for con-

servation purposes (Australian Bureau of Statistics, Land 

Management and Farming in Australia, 2007ς2008, 

Catalogue No. 4627.0). 

56% of survey respondents reported that they had an 

area on their property that they preserved just for its 

environmental benefits (fenced remnants, revegetation, 

fenced/managed riparian areas or wetlands, dams to 

encourage wildlife and native habitats) (University of 

New England 2008, Institute for Rural Futures, Manag-

ing the Farm Environment). 

Of the 417.3 million hectares of land managed by agri-

cultural businesses, 9.2 million hectares have been set 

aside specifically for conservation/protection purposes 

by 36% of the land managers (Australian Bureau of Sta-

tistics, Year Book Australia 2009ς10).  

Estimates suggest that the management of soil re-

sources, water resources and biodiversity costs $3.5 bil-

ƭƛƻƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƻǊ мл҈ ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ D5tΦ  CŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 

estimated to have invested in NRM and environmental 

protection, about $2.60 for every government dollar in-

vested (OECD (2008), Section, Paris, France).  

NFF PRESENTATION TO ANU FORUM: HOW TO PRO-
TECT TERRESTIAL & AQUATIC BIODIVERSITY ON FARM 
Ms Deb Kerr ς National Farmers Federation 



 

Importantly, farmers are often offended when Govern-

ments tell them that they are protecting their private 

biodiversity from those who have ensured its existence ς 

farmers. There was a wonderful example earlier this 

year when a Yellow-spotted Bell Frog (part of a thriving 

population) believed to be extinct was found on in a re-

mote creek on private land in the Southern Tablelands of 

NSW. It had not been seen for 30 years. A good message 

from this is that NSW authorities are working in conjunc-

tion with the farmer to continue to support its existence, 

including from well meaning tourists! 

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 

land already ς we may even be achieving our interna-

ǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀΦ 

Moreover, as only legal title is recognised, we may be 

losing opportunities to acknowledge and count private 

land conservation efforts. Mechanisms like the Indige-

nous Protected Areas must be explored for agriculture.  

A good example is a property in Queensland that I 

toured a couple of months ago. The current owners in-

herited the land from the previous owner who walked in 

front of bulldozers clearing the land because he knew 

what he wanted to leave and what he wanted to clear. 

Numerous studies show that this farm is not only pro-

ductive from an agricultural perspective but also has 

better biodiversity outcomes than the adjoining state 

forest.  

{ƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ άǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜέ 

by seeking to transfer land from private ownership to 

public ownership. The onus is to have legal protection 

for this land. However, many of the public land reserves 

are poorly managed. Not all have management plans in 

place and even fewer have these funded. There appears 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ǘƻ άƭƻŎƪ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜέ ōǳǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 

landscape has been actively managed for many thou-

sands of years. Therefore, it needs to be managed. 

More important, is what Europeans have bought with 

them (pest plants & animals) which, when under man-

aged have actively destroy our natural biodiversity and 

continue to do so. Moreover, the impacts of climate 

change on biodiversity are acknowledged. What our 

landscape will look like in the future is an unknown and 

we may actually be spending a lot of public money on 

something that may or may not be around in the future.  

There is a need to better understand this to determine 

what our priorities ought to be to ensure good use of 

public funds for longer term outcomes.  

There is also an argument that it may be better to 

spend smaller amounts on well established functioning 

ecosystems than those most at risk. That public debate 

has not yet been had ς and studies tell us that the pub-

lic is supportive of more money going to the environ-

ment but not when it comes to them paying for it. 

Moreover, there is more consensus on the problem 

ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ 

to resolve the problems.  

An issue is that on paper, Australia may be achieving 

some of its international targets in theory, but on pa-

per, have a deteriorating resource! 

The most commonly cited problem from adjoining 

landholders is pests, weeds, disease, fire and fencing 

threats to them. When these collectively cost farmers 

and governments billions of dollars a year, then we 

have a problem.  

So how can we manage for both public and private out-

ŎƻƳŜǎΚ LΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ ¢ƻƻǊŀƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ 

93,000 ha in western NSW. There were approximately 

4,000 ha of irrigation, primarily cotton with the major-

ity of the farm as a grazing property (sheep & cattle). 

The Federal Government invested some $23 M to assist 

the NSW Government acquire the property. The 14,000 

ML water entitlement (the rest was stock & domestic 

supply) was transferred to the Commonwealth Environ-

mental Water Holder and the land was transferred to 

NSW public lands portfolio. The local Indigenous youth 

lost jobs and the Moree Council lost a major rate pay-

ing farm permanently.  

A better option would be to transfer 12,000 ML to the 

CEWH and keep 2,000 ML on farm for a high value hor-

ticulture operation which would continue Indigenous 

youth employment. Using the Environmental Steward-

ship Program, protect the high value biodiversity areas 

of the property but as an active management (i.e. occa-

sional grazing etc). The remainder would continue as a 

grazing operation. This is a winτwin where water is 

made available to the rivers of the Basin,  high value 

biodiversity is actively managed for biodiversity 
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 outcomes, agricultural production continues, there is 

Indigenous youth employment and the Moree Council 

continues to receive rating income.  

The Environmental Stewardship Program is oversub-

scribed and many in Government have stated that this is 

an expensive program. NFF views are that protecting 

biodiversity is expensive and that to date, farmers have 

fully worn both their own aspirations but also the wider 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

beyond a duty of care. Funding of such programs is 

about paying for the community expectations of care 

and in reality will assist landholders actively manage 

high value ecosystems. Historically many covenants are 

unfunded and this costs the farm business.  

The most successful program so far is the Queensland 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ϧ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

Management (DERM) and Agforce Nature Refuge pro-

gram. This program acknowledges that public land alone 

cannot maintain biological diversity and that landholders 

can and do play a vital role. Nature Refuges are volun-

tary agreements negotiated and tailored to individual 

landholders, including indentifying the activities that will 

occur on the refuge. The Nature Refuge is protected un-

der legal tenure in perpetuity. This program has over 2 

million ha under protection. It is fundamentally as much 

about the landholders aspirations as that of Govern-

ment.  

Conclusion 

Private landholders are best placed to manage terrestrial 

and aquatic biodiversity on farm ς many have been do-

ing successfully for many generations without any ac-

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 

landholders are acknowledged and respected for the 

good environmental services they deliver ς both from a 

voluntary perspective and those in formal partnerships 

with Government.  

And the next step ς paying landholders to manage ad-

joining public lands as is being contemplated in Victoria. 

 Ms Deb Kerr is the National Resource Manager for 

the National Farmers Federation. Deb joined the 

NFF in April 2008 and has a wealth of knowledge 

and experience about the water portfolio having 

covered regional, State, Federal and Murray Darling  

jurisdictions.  Deb has held policy positions covering 

water, farm business  and economics and trade as 

well as membership for farm representative bodies. 

Deb has held positions on the State Water Murray 

Lower Darling Customer Service Committee and the 

Murray Catchment Authority Barmah Millewa Forest 

Community Reference Group. Deb holds a Bachelor 

of Management degree from the University of Syd-

ney, a Diploma from the Australian Institute of Com-

pany Directors, and is a graduate of the AICD and 

Murray-Darling Basin Leadership Program. 
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TASA Public Lecture 2011  
 

 

TASA Executive is calling for expressions of interest for 

the hosting of Public Lectures for 2011. The expressions 

of interest must contain the following: 

 

   1. The name of the convenor(s) 

   2. The name of the host institution(s) 

   3. The title of the lecture and the name of the   

       presenter/s 

   4. A brief bio of the presenter/s and the  

       justification for the selection of the Presenter/s 

   5. A brief media plan 

   6. Draft budget and identification of  

       supplementary sources of funding  

       (including top-up funding) 

 

TASA Executive will make a final decision on the selec-

tion of the public lecture event(s). On the provision of a 

budget from the convenor and signed MOU, TASA will 

provide support for public lectures in the amount of up 

to $1000. 

 

Expressions of interest are due in the TASA office 

(admin@tasa.org.au) on or before Friday 15 April 2011. 

 

The TASA Office will assist in promoting the event. 

 For more information on TASA Public Lectures, including 

preliminary inquiries, please contact the incoming TASA 

Vice-president, Dr Jo Lindsay jo.lindsay@monash.edu 

CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF  
INTEREST 



 

Expat: Australian Sociologists Abroad 

Each issue we ask Australian sociologists abroad to re-

spond to themed questions. In this issue, Dr Jo Haynes, 

Lecturer and Director of Undergraduate Studies in the 

School of Sociology, Politics and International Studies at 

the University of Bristol, responds to lyrics from popular 

music.* 

I took time to write to my old friend 

When I arrived in the UK in 1990 email was not available 

and international phone calls were not as cheap as they 

are now. I spent a large portion of my time, as I made 

the cultural adjustment to the UK, writing to friends and 

family back in Australia, documenting what I was doing 

ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

remember when the letter-writing largely came to a 

halt, but it did. It is not only technology that changed 

how much written correspondence I sent and received; 

being away for a longer time (than planned) impacted on 

the frequency of letter writing. I still have all of my let-

ters from those early years and sometimes I wonder ς 

with my methodological hat on as  I am interested in 

ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎΩ 

data ς who else might read them someday. I wonder too 

about the kind of electronic residue we leave behind for 

the future given the traces of ourselves on the web that 

are, I am told, beyond our control.   

 

Hey I know it's late, we can make it if we run 

 

One of the first greetings I received when I arrived with 

my backpack and thin jacket in the middle of the British 

ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿŀǎΣ άCǳŎƪ ƻŦŦ tŀŎƪŜǊέΦ !ǎ ŎƘŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎΣ L 

stayed. tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŜ άǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŜǊŜΚέ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄƛǎπ

tential angst, but it makes me think about the choices I 

made. I convinced a close friend, who is a percussionist, 

to settle in Bristol because the music scene was so di-

verse and interesting. I dabbled in music until I reached a 

point in my life where I realised that despite having a  

love of music, I had very little talent, and I needed to 

ǊŜǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴȅ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ΨŦŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΩΣ L ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ 

to University and studied something I was passionately 

interested in ς race/racism. Studying sociology was ex-

actly what I needed and I knew half-way through my 

Masters that research was something I wanted to con-

tinue doing. I have combined my love of music and my 

interest in race throughout my sociological career and 

am about to complete my monograph, Music, Differ-

ence and the Residue of Race.  

 

After so many years living in Britain, do I call myself 

British? No. Do I call myself Australian? Yes. However, 

whenever I visit Australia, it feels both strange and fa-

miliar. Living between cultures is a cliché these days. 

aƻǊŜ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘ ƛǎ {ǘǳŀǊǘ IŀƭƭΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ 

to live in the UK and his lament for a parallel life that he 

would have liked to have lived in the Caribbean with 

family and friends, alongside his life in the UK. Instead, 

like me, he has lived a fractured life.   

 

Between Marx and marzipan in the dictionary there 

was Mary 

 

I was brought up as a Catholic ς I went to Catholic 

schools and was taught by nuns. Their middle name 

was Mary. All of them! I must have been 8 or so when 

they told me that every Catholic had to find their voca-

tion in life and that God will speak to you and tell you 

what it is. It must have been a recruitment drive. From 

that moment on, I dreaded his call ς I really did not 

wish to become a nun. When I was a teenager, my 

brothers, sisters, and I used to pretend we were going 

off to Sunday Mass on our bikes, but we would just ride 

around the streets for an hour or go to the beach. 

We would always make sure though that we rode past 

the church so we could see which priest was saying 

Mass. At least that detail would ring true when we got 

home. When I was sixteen I stopped pretending and 

ǘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ 

refused to go.  She stopped going also, except when 

her mother or sister came to visit. There was no logic to 

any of it. I was also angry ς like teenage girls are ς 

about the hypocrisy of the Catholic Church and its insti-

tutional bias against women.  
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My main area of sociological study has turned out to be 

race and racialization, but it could equally have been 

feminism/gender.  

I don't care if they eat me alive, I've got better things to 

do than survive 

Today, higher education in the UK is under threat. The 

recession has been seized by the Tories as an opportu-

nity to reduce government funding of the sector and 

pave the way for privatisation. University funding is of 

course not a straightforward issue, money has to come 

from somewhere. We are under no illusion about that. I 

feel privileged to work within this kind of environment. 

The problem is of course the slow erosion of what uni-

versities once represented ς it is no longer viewed as an 

intrinsic good of society. It feels uncomfortable, espe-

cially in the social sciences and the arts. We are always 

telling our students about the valuable skills they accrue 

by studying sociology. For the first time in a long time, a 

few colleagues and I are beginning to think about our 

own transferable skills. What does a university lecturer/

researcher with a doctorate have to offer the wider la-

bour market? Weighing up potential changes coming 

down the track in education against the ideals of the 

profession as it once was seems a luxury that I am told 

we can no longer afford ς but the significance of this 

moment should not be underestimated. It is epoch 

changing.  

And the sea is just a wetter version of the skies 

The weather gets talked about a lot in the UK, because it 

frequently disappoints. When I first arrived, I used to 

laugh at weather reports on television, because Britain 

was frequently dotted with cartoon clouds. I yearn for 

the sea, however, and am ambivalent about the sun. I 

grew up on the coast in Queensland and had rolling sand 

dunes and the Pacific Ocean on my doorstep. I miss that 

a lot. As I do not have skin designed to withstand high 

temperatures, it is better to be in the gloom. When I am 

in hot sun now, I scuttle around like an insect trying to 

find shelter.  

*The quotations are from the following musical artists 

(listed in the order they appear): Michelle Shocked, An-

chorage; Bruce Springsteen, Thunder Road; Billy Bragg, 

The Short Answer; Ani DiFranco, Swan Dive; Regina 

Spektor, Folding Chair. 
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.Ŝǎǘ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΧ 
Remaining silent and introducing the first lecture of a 

social policy topic through the voice and words of Joni 

Mitchell, set to a series of rolling images chosen to rep-

resent social policy challenges and contradictions. The 

Joni Mitchell song was her re-recording of Both Sides 

Now, the version used in that heart wrenching scene in 

the film Love Actually, where the character Karen, 

ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ 9ƳƳŀ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜǎ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ Ψƴƻǘ 

ƪƴƻǿ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΩΦ L ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

introduction to social policy, with themes I drew from 

the song; i.e. illusion, contradiction, emotions. 

CŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŀǳŘƛƻǾƛǎǳŀƭ ŎƭƛǇΧΦ 
There are many such audiovisual clips. What does come 
ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƴ !./ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ŀǾƛƴƎ 
/ƭŀȅƳƻǊŜέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 
community development over time. I acquire new in-
sights each time I watch it. 
  
¢ƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΧ 
A subject that I feel passionately about ς at the moment 

it is public liability insurance and the detrimental im-

pacts this is having for community organisations. Be-

cause I believe that being interested and seeing the rele-

vance of a topic is a footstep to engagement, I always try 

to find ways that students have the opportunity to write 

about or explore a subject that matters to them.  

aƻǎǘ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪΧ 
Students letting me know they had taken a straw poll, 
the outcome of which was that I should keep my hair 
dyed. I was intrigued. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƳǎ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΧ 
What comes to mind is the Crowded House song 

Weather with You reflecting the flexibility and openness 

required in teaching when the unexpected can and does 

happen.  

 
Teaching Tidbits  

Fiona Verity has taught in universities since 2000 and 

thoroughly enjoys the creative aspect of presenting ideas 

in ways that engage students and stimulates discussion. 

She works at Flinders University in the School of Social 

and Policy Studies and teaches social policy, community 

development and social planning. 



 

ERA 2012: Review of the ERA 2010 Ranked Outlet Lists 

 

The Minister for Innovation, Industry, Science and Re-

search, the Hon Senator Kim Carr, announced on 25 Oc-

tober 2010 that another round of ERA is scheduled for 

2012. 

The ranked journal and ranked conference lists form an 

integral part of  the ERA evaluation process. In prepara-

tion for the ERA 2012 round, the ARC will revise the ERA 

2010 ranked journal and conference lists. This process 

will involve a public consultation period, followed by a 

review and finalisation phase supported by peak bodies 

and other academic groups. 

Apparently it is in our interests to submit a table of sug-

gested rankings for journals that were not properly 

ranked before Christmas.  Please submit information on 

any journals you don't think were ranked properly last 

time and suggest the new ranking supported by some 

brief evidence ς eg reference to other journal ranking 

systems etc to Jo Lindsay via email 

Jo.Lindsay@monash.edu by December 9th, 2010 

Jo Lindsay - Coordinator of TASA ERA response  

Thank you  

 
TASA would like to thank Eileen Clark for volunteer-
ing her time to proofread this issue of Nexus.  
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TASA 2010 SGM 
 

.Ŝǎǘ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΧ 
Remaining silent and getting the class to inflate an 

imaginary collective thought bubble above our heads. 

The bubble is inflated by spoken words and grows, is 

kept afloat and moves around the room as students of-

fer their thoughts and reflections about the lecture ma-

terial. When all goes quiet, the bubble disappears and 

we end. 

Wednesday 6th ς Friday 8th April 2011 

London School of Economics 

60 Years of Sociology 

The BSA celebrates its 60th anniversary in 2011 and this 

is reflected in the theme of the annual conference:  60 

Years of Sociology.  The conference will explore the 

past, consider the present and assess the challenges of 

the future for sociological research in an ever-changing 

social landscape.   

Keynote Speakers 

Ulrich Beck  

Christine Delphy 

Paul Gilroy 

Helga Nowotny 

George Steinmetz 

Laurie Taylor 

For the full details, please go to the BSA website: 

www.britsoc.co.uk/events/Conference  

The British Sociological            

Association Annual Conference 

2011 

 
ERA 2012 

A Special General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 8 

December 2010, immediately following the adjourned 

Annual General Meeting commencing at 5 pm in Lecture 

Theatre W5A T1, Macquarie University, Sydney, NSW.  

The purpose of the meeting is to consider and if thought 

fit approve a Special Resolution proposing a change to 

Rule 63 of the Association, governing methods of pay-

ƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ΨŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 

ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ¢!{!Ωǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ 

line with current accepted financial practices. 

The Special Resolution will be carried if at least three 

quarters of the votes cast are in favour of it. 

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/events/Conference


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

life-long and workplace education that draws on socio-

logical theorising to grasp the implications of learning in 

workplaces, different community-based settings and 

social movements. The teaching of the sociology of edu-

cation is now typically undertaken in faculties of educa-

tion, which has muted consideration of educational 

practices and institutions in broader sociology depart-

ments.  

The symposium looked at sociology as a resource for 

researching education in light of the fact that the con-

cepts and methodological innovations, which helped to 

shape the way we now understand education require 

reassessment as new issues come into view. In this, the 

very praxis of sociology may require refinement to main-

tain critical purchase and the capacity to speak into pub-

lic concerns. 

 

Professor Young spoke about the origins of and future 

directions of the sociology of education in the UK. It 

originated in the 1950s at the London School of Econom-

ics and by the 1970s was a component of all teacher 

education courses. Today it is mainly located in educa-

tion and divorced from sociology. The core of the field is 

nebulous and it drifts into topics and themes rather than 

leading them. Its restriction to teaching can be deemed 

advantageous, enabling researchers to pursue their own 

disciplinary agendas but such a location can be regarded 

as leading to the demise of big questions about the na-

ture of education and its relationships to other social 

structures such as capitalism, neo-liberalism and audit 

culture.  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Knowledge and 

Social Control helped to define a discipline and be able 

to say something about curriculum, while at the same 

time critiquing the power hierarchies of knowledge and 

ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ΨƴŜǿ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

was clearer about what it was against than what it was 

for. It straddled a variety of theoretical traditions such as 

structuralism and phenomenology, and its cultural rela-

tivity enabled it to ask questions that had not previously 

been asked and thereby to link teacher practice with the 

politics of the day. While this work turned away from the 

narrow political arithmetic tradition previously informing 

policy, it also opened the door to a form of radical indi-

vidualism which was mirrored in the cultural turn and its  
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The TASA Sociology of Education Thematic Group held 

its first symposium at Monash University on Monday 

16th August, 2010. The one-day event addressed Sociol-

ogy of education: Past, present and future and was at-

tended by some fifty academics. Opening addresses 

were delivered by Professor Michael Young (Faculty of 

Policy and Society at the Institute of Education) and Pro-

fessor Raewyn Connell (University of Sydney, and Fellow 

of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia). 

 

The symposium sought to open up discussion about soci-

ology of education and its application, and to provide an 

opportunity for researchers working in the field to get to 

know one other.  The double agenda was important be-

cause the field of sociology of education in Australia has 

become dispersed over recent decades and yet, more 

than ever, sociology as a broad disciplinary tradition of-

fers a powerful way of approaching, understanding and 

engaging with education and society. Future directions 

for the sub-discipline require an understanding of previ-

ous contributions, current constraints as well as a con-

sideration of new approaches able to grasp the relation-

ship between education and new social and global con-

ditions. With this in mind the symposium opened with 

addresses to the development of the field in UK and Aus-

tralia 

Over the past few decades the sociology of education 

has come to encompass new issues and perspectives 

such as those undertaken in education policy analysis, 

and comparative, cultural and socio-psychological ap-

proaches. As well, understandings of education have 

expanded to encompass informal and unintentional edu-

cational processes and activities. Not surprisingly the 

broadening of context and meaning of education has 

blurred its distinction from other elements of sociology 

and merged into disciplines and sub-disciplines such pol-

icy studies, comparative education, and stratification 

studies and so on.  In Australia at least, most work in the 

sociology of education focuses on formal education and 

the way education itself has been increasingly tied to 

economic utility. There is also a burgeoning field of  

Sociology of Education  
Thematic Group  

Symposium  



 

a. Viewing the sociology of education effort as a 

network is a productive way of facilitating infor-

mation and knowledge circulation. It enables 

sharing knowledge of people, events, institu-

tions, sites, theoretical resources, journals and e-

lists. Of importance is the fact that our networks 

now extend beyond the notion that urban cen-

tres emerge as common, concentrated nodes, 

and these contribute to a looseness and open-

ness which makes the central and emerging 

knowledge issues difficult to pinpoint. The group 

supported the establishment of a sociology of 

education network. 

b. It is not clear whether it is necessary to defend a 

certain degree of "traditional sociology" in the 

sociology of education. A return to teaching soci-

ology in education would be productive although 

its lack of explicit focus means providing a good 

deal of flexibility in the way sociology is imagined 

in the curriculum. The group supported the es-

tablishment of a website or blog to share re-

sources (reading lists, assessment tasks, unit out-

lines). 

c. Education research needs greater engagement 

with history and the roots of the sociology of 

education because need to address epistemo-

logical and ontological knowledge and what it 

means to have a position on interrogating knowl-

edge, and because we write too much and read 

too little. We need to consider the role of cul-

tural studies and cultural sociology, methodol-

ogy, historical trajectories, and how we use new 

tools such as decolonising methodology. The 

workshop supported the development of re-

search capacity at future symposium with the 

possibility of addressing controversial issues in 

education. 

Julie Matthews and Terri Seddon, Conveners TASA Soci-

ology of Education Thematic Group 

The Sociology of Education Thematic Group received  

$1,500 funding assistance from TASA towards running 

the one-day symposium. The funding also enabled 

some doctoral students to attend.  See page 22 for in-

ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ¢!{!Ωǎ нлмм ¢ƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ DǊƻǳǇ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ 
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challenge to Enlightenment, disciplinarity and the possi-

bility of objective knowledge independent of context of 

production. Young argued that freedom from discipli-

nary constraints had negative consequences for the gen-

ŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ 

the possibility of the discipline taking an emancipatory 

role and generating new and alternative future direc-

tions. His recent work investigates what knowledge 

claims can be made and what are up for debate. 

 

Professor Connell spoke about the Australian context 

noting that in Australia, education debate has consoli-

dated around policy studies. This is because it is an obvi-

ous terrain of educational struggle under contemporary 

social conditions where neo-liberalism has transformed 

individual and everyday life. The policy environment is 

important but it must not disregard broader social and 

political issues as well as those concerning authority and 

knowledge with particular respect to Indigenous knowl-

edge and place. She noted that the 1970s and 1980s so-

ciology of education provided realist descriptions of 

what happened in and around schools and found an au-

dience in teachers. Such work was strongly oriented to 

social justice and issues of class and gender that could 

be linked to broader projects of reform which spoke to 

teachers, such as the Disadvantaged Schools Program, 

the national agenda for the education of girls, and 

school based negotiated decentralised curricula. These 

projects were ambitious in scope and addressed political 

economy, culture, classroom relations, history and con-

struction of school systems in general. Problematically 

however, these concerns were predominantly those 

identified by the global centre. Today we have richer and 

better quantitative data about these issues, good and 

innovative school ethnographies, and innovative work 

ƻƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻ 

be undertaken in documenting what is currently going 

on in and around schooling, as well honing disciplinary 

tools to better address core questions about the way we 

produce and transmit what kinds of knowledge. 

The afternoon session revolved around three workshops 

which addressed: a) the sociology of education as a net-

work, b) teaching the sociology of education and re-

search and c) the sociology of education.  
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Local Lives/Global Networks 

University of Newcastle 
 

Co-Convenors of Conference: 
 
Dr Steven Threadgold:  

Steven.Threadgold@newcastle.edu.au 

Dr Emma Kirby:  

Emma.Kirby@newcastle.edu.au 

Venue: The conference will be held in the City Precinct 

in Newcastle, using adjacent University buildings and 

the Town Hall. 

Conference proper: Tuesday 29th November to Thurs-

day 1st December. 

Pre-conference events: Health, Environment, and Post-

graduate events would take place on 28th November 

(Monday). 

Conference Dinner: Wednesday 30th November. 

More details will be available soon. 

10 Things Postgrads Should 
Know About...The Academic Job 

Market**  

TASA Executive  
Postgraduate Member  

 

For the remainder of the year, TASA Executive 

Postgraduate Member, Peta Freestone, can be con-

tacted via email at postgrad@tasa.org.au.  

From January 1st 2011, incoming TASA Executive 

Postgraduate Member, Theresa Petray, can be con-

tacted via email at theresa.petray@jcu.edu.au. 

Each issue we outline ten tips or insights for postgradu-

ate students in sociology. This issue, the focus is on the 

academic job market. 

1. You will likely need at least a few publications 

2. It is a political process, the most qualified are not 

always appointed 

3. It helps enormously to be geographically mobile 

4. Bide your time, get a toehold in any academic post 

5. Get lecturing experience (and have it formally 

evaluated) 

6. Always phone the contact person, seek backstage 

information 

7. If interviewed, prepare answers to typical ques-

tions 

8. Be aware of lead time and due dates for postdoc-

toral applications 

9. Academic CV only (no hobbies, personal interests) 

10. Signup for job alerts (THE, Chronicle, unijobs, 

jobs.ac.uk) 

** by an anonymous contributor 

  Postgraduate Tips 17   

TASA 2011 Conference  
 

 New TASA Logo  
 

The logo colours will be revealed at the Conference! 

mailto:postgrad@tasa.org.au
mailto:theresa.petray@jcu.edu.au
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Hindmarsh, R. and Prainsack, B. (eds). 2010. Genetic 

Suspects: Global Governance of Forensic DNA Profiling 

and Databasing. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University 

Press. 

As DNA forensic profiling and databasing become estab-

lished as key technologies in the toolbox of the forensic 

sciences, their expanding use raises important issues 

that promise to touch everyone's lives. In an authorita-

tive global investigation of a diverse range of countries, 

including those at the forefront of these technologies' 

development and use, this book identifies and provides 

critical reflection upon the many issues of privacy; dis-

tributive justice; DNA information system ownership; 

biosurveillance; function creep; the reliability of collec-

tion, storage and analysis of DNA profiles; the possibility 

of transferring medical DNA information to forensics 

databases; and democratic involvement and transpar-

ency in governance, an emergent key issue. 

 

Stevi Jackson & Sue Scott (2010) Theorizing Sexuality, 

Open University Press: Berkshire. 

Theorizing Sexuality ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴΨ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅΩ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛπ

cally rich alternative to the all-too pervasive psychoana-

lytic importance afforded to sexuality. Through an inter-

rogation of various key thinkers in sexuality studies,  

Jackson and Scott argue for an increased appreciation of 

the sociality of sexuality. In order to achieve this, Jack-

ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ {Ŏƻǘǘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇƻƴ DŀƎƴƻƴ ϧ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴπ

ist account of sexuality as well as George Herbert 

aŜŀŘΩǎ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜƭŦΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜȄǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ƴƻǘ 

only to scholars within gender and sexuality studies but 

to more generalist sociologists interested in new  

theorising about the everyday and social processes 

linked with identity construction. 

Dunk-West, P. & Hafford-Letchfield, T. (forthcoming 

2011) (eds) Sexual Identities and Sexuality in Social 

Work: Research and Reflections from Women in the 

Field, Ashgate: Aldershot. 

Sexuality and sexual identity have been relatively mar-

ginalized areas in both social work education and prac-

tice. However, changes in policy and legislation in the 

UK and other countries over the past decade have 

brought discussions of sexuality into the mainstream 

public service agenda. In social work and social care, 

gay and lesbian citizenship rights have been explicitly 

recognised. In the fields of adoption and fostering new 

regulations and guidance have helped improve and de-

velop practice around assessment and intervention. 

This collection aims to generate a more proactive and 

challenging discussion of sexuality and sexual identity 

in social work. Its starting point is that sexuality is an 

essential aspect of individual identity,  that users must 

be able to express their sexuality, and that it is essen-

tial for social workers to be able to respond and discuss 

sexual issues appropriately. 

Gauntlett, D. (forthcoming 2011) Making is Connect-

ing: The social meaning of creativity, from DIY and 

knitting to YouTube and Web 2.0, Polity Press: Cam-

bridge. 

5ŀǾƛŘ DŀǳƴǘƭŜǘǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŜƳǇƛǊƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛƻƭπ

ogy of identity has documented his interest in what he 

ǘŜǊƳǎ ΨŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΩΥ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǊŜŀƭπ

ised in his research in which participants made meta-

phorical models of themselves using Lego and other 

materials. His latest work Making is Connecting, builds 

upon his previous work in media and identity.  

 
Books of Note  



 

Ψ9ǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΩΣ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

bring pleasure to the creator, is theorised to connect 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ōȅ ŀŎǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

ƎƭǳŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ 5L¸ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ²Ŝō нΦл  όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳπ

ple, Youtube, social networking sites, Wikipedia) is ar-

gued to provide actors with the mechanism to engage in 

everyday creativity, bringing with it social connected-

ness, and ultimately, happiness. An uplifting antidote to 

alarmist reactions to our shifting late modern landscape. 

Beth Gilfillan (2010) Coercion and Resistance: Interna-

tional Aid in Cambodia, VDM Verlag: Saarbrucken. 

A new book about participatory development has just 

been published. Beth Gilfillan reports on her research, 

finding that participation continues to be somewhat of a 

tyranny, and more than this, that it has become for 

many donors, NGOs and governments a "tick in the 

box". This cautionary tale about community manage-

ment committees demonstrates some of the factors that 

affect the implementation of participation policy, and 

also how government resists policy pressures from the 

international donor community. The work builds on the 

research and writing of Ferguson's Anti-Politics Machine, 

to examine how participation has been commodified. 

While set in the Cambodian health sector, this book 

should also be interesting to those interested in partici-

pation, international development, policy development 

and implementation in an international development 

context, public health and democracy. 

Gary Luck, Digby Race and Rosemary Black (eds.)(2010) 
5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΥ 
implications for society and the environment, Springer 
and CSIRO: Collingwood. 

 

In an age where rural sociology is growing in importance, 

this edited edition is timely. Concerned mainly with 

demographic change, Luck, Race and Black provide an  

overview of the landscape of population issues in rural  

Australia. The focus here is on two areas in particular. 

One the traditional occurrence of regional towns losing 

residents to metropolitan or perimetropolitan areas for 

vocational, educational and other reasons, the other the 

ΨŀƳŜƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŘΩ ƛƴ-migratory phenomena known in Austra-

lia as Seachange/Treechange. While multidisciplinary in 

design, the editors have selected a group of contributors 

ǘƘŀǘ ΨƪƴƻǿΩ ǘƘŜ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ōƻƻƪΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ Ƙƻǿ 

population change has an intrinsic connection to envi-

ronment which will attract human geographers. Yet, 

while Seachange/Treechange has captured significant 

public interest, the editors have selected papers which 

highlight the challenges of rural Australia including the 

decline of health services in areas of a declining popula-

tion, educational standards and the problem of tran-

sience which affects a significant proportion of rural ar-

eas, especially mining towns. This book will be highly 

useful for those interested in population phenomena but 

also for those working with rural populations. 
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In rural Australia 21.2 per cent of the population has a 

disability while in remote areas the number is 22.1 per 

cent yet rural disabled people are rarely heard in policy 

debates. This study, mapping the experiences of dis-

abled people in non-metropolitan Australia is conse-

quently of critical importance to government and dis-

ability advocacy. 

Dr Alexander F Broom, A/Prof Jonathan Adams, Prof 

Kathryn Refshauge, A/Prof David W Sibbritt 

Navigating back pain care: a sociological study of 

women's illness pathways within and between inter-

secting social worlds 

$124,660.00 

The University of Sydney 

Back pain affects most people at some point in their 

life. It is difficult to treat, choosing a provider can be 

confusing, and it is costly for the Government. This pro-

ject will provide comprehensive data on women's jour-

neys through back pain care, their experiences of dif-

ferent providers, and how they negotiate competing 

ideological perspectives. 

Professor  Raewyn Connell 

The making of market society on a world scale: social 

experience and social theory from the global South 

$100,000.00 

The University of Sydney 

How does our social world change, when markets be-

come dominant? modern society. This project explores 

the problem on a global scale-beyond Eurocentrism. 

Placing Australia in a broad world context, using both 

web-based and close-focus research methods on four 

continents, this project will pioneer a new approach to 

understanding  

Dr Catherine A Doherty, Prof Wendy A Patton, Mr Paul 

G Shield 

Career mobility in educational markets: a sociological 

study of how families reconcile priorities 

$50,468.00 

 
News 

Summary of Successful Discovery Projects - 

Proposals for Funding to Commence in 2011  
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Dr Suzanne M Fraser, Prof Janice E Wright, Dr Jane 

Maree Maher, Prof Alan R Petersen 

Improving Australia's response to childhood obesity: 

prevention education and its impact on mothers and 

families 

$50,000.00 

Monash University 

This project will generate new and more considered ap-

proaches to childhood obesity prevention, and in turn 

ensure future investment of public funds in this area 

best supports children's health. 

A/Prof Anita L Harris 

The civic life of young Australian Muslims: active citi-

zenship, community belonging and social inclusion 

 $123,251.00 

Monash University 

This project investigates the ways young Australian Mus-

lims contribute to community building and participate in 

civic life. It will provide information about their civic 

practices to assist policy makers and service providers 

develop effective methods to maximise active citizen-

ship amongst marginalised young people. 

Prof Barbara Pini, Dr Karen Soldatic, A/Prof Helen Mee-
kosha, Prof Carol Thomas 
 
Disability in Rural Australia 
 
$180,000 
 
Curtin University 



 

Queensland University of Technology 

Family units have to reconcile career opportunities with 

educational opportunities, which can make decisions 

about moving complex. This project will survey police, 

health and education professionals with family responsi-

bilities about how their families balance career opportu-

nities in rural and remote areas, with education strate-

gies. 

Dr Paul Henman, Dr Robert J Ackland, Prof Helen Z Mar-

getts 

The institutional structure of e-government: a cross-

policy, cross-country comparison 

$100,000.00 

The University of Queensland 

Governments have expended vast resources on building 

websites, yet how government is structured on the 

internet is unknown. This project will map Australia's 

online government for the first time and assess to how 

websites are supporting improved government service. 

The study will support government innovation in web 

design and service delivery. 

Dr Paul Henman, Prof Mitchell Dean, Dr Michele M Fos-

ter, Prof Richard H James, Prof Robert Lingard, Prof Mi-

chael K Power 

Technologies of performance, technologies of govern-

ance: the bane, benefits, ethics and future of perform-

ance measurement in government 

$135,714.00 

The University of Queensland 

This study examines governments' increasing use of per-

formance management and the complex ways this is 

transforming schools, universities, health and welfare 

services. It aims to improve service performance by 

identifying problems areas and engaging wider public 

perspectives. 

Prof Geoffrey A Lawrence, Prof David F Burch, Dr Kristen 

Lyons, Dr Carol A Richards, Dr Hilde Bjorkhaug, Prof Jörg 

Gertel, Prof Dr Reidar Almas 

The new farm owners: finance companies and the re-

structuring of Australian and global agriculture 

$70,000.00 

The University of Queensland 

Finance companies are increasingly investing in land 

and agriculture in both the developed and developing 

worlds. This project investigates how this new farm 

ownership is transforming both the domestic and 

global production of foods, forestry products and fuel 

crops and examines the social and environmental impli-

cations of these changes. 

MOVEMENTS 

Suzi Adams has been awarded a 2010 Junior Scholar 

Fellowship at the Centre for Theoretical Studies at 

Charles University, Prague and the Academy of Sci-

ences of the Czech Republic.  

Professor Stephanie Short has been elected to the Ex-

ecutive Council of the Research Committee on Sociol-

ogy of Health RC15 of the International Sociological 

Association. 

Professor Lisa Adkins and Professor Mitchell Dean have 

been appointed to the University of Newcastle as part 

of a strategic investment to make it one of the leading 

sites for sociological research in Australia. For further 

detail, see:  

http://www.newcastle.edu.au/news/2010/10/18/world

-leading-academics-enhance-sociological-research-at-

university.html 

Kirsten Lyons has taken up the continuing post of sen-

ior lecturer in sociology at the University of Queen-

sland. 

Sharyn Roach Anleu has been appointed the Interim 

Dean of the School of Social and Policy Studies, Flinders 

University. 

 Eleanor Townsley has advanced to the rank of full pro-

fessor at Mt Holyoke College where she is Chair of the 

Department of Sociology and Anthropology. 
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MOVEMENTS continued... 

Ellie Vasta has taken up the post of Associate Professor 

in the Centre for Research on Social Inclusion, Mac-

quarie University, having previously been a  senior re-

searcher (2003-09) at COMPASS, University of Oxford. 

 

Ian Woodward is currently a visiting fellow at the Insti-

tute of Advanced Study, University of Konstanz, Ger-

many (July 2010 ; February 2011) 

The TASA Executive has allocated $10,000 for the sup-

port of the thematic group activities in 2011. The Major 

Support Scheme allows for groups to apply for up to 

$2,000 for activities that support their thematic area. 

Please have your application submitted by the 28 Feb-

ruary, 2011. An additional $1,000 has been set aside to 

provide assistance to groups for minor administrative 

costs, up to a maximum of $100 per group. 

Applications should be between 3ς5 A4 pages. They 

should include: 

1. Name of the thematic group 

2. Name of convener(s)  

3. Track record of the thematic group 

4. Proposed activity 

5. Evidence of member support and/or involve-

ment 

6. Expected outcomes 

7. Budget and justification 

8. Timeline 

Note that it is NOT necessary to provide a literature 

review in support of the proposed topic 

Submissions 

Applications should be submitted as an email attach-

ment to admin@tasa.org.au. Proposals should be sub-

mitted by 18th February 2011 for consideration at the 

March Executive meeting. The executive retains the 

right to deal with applications at other times if the ap-

plicants can convince the Executive of the need for this. 

For the full details, please go to http://

www.tasa.org.au/thematic-groups/ 

TASA would like to thank Brad West and Priscilla Dunk 

West for their Nexus editorship in 2010. TASA would also 

like to thank Nick Osbaldiston for his contribution to this 

issue.  

The winners of the following TASA Prizes and Awards will 

ōŜ  ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ ¢!{!Ωǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ  ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎπ

day December 8th: 

 

The Stephen Crook Memorial Prize 
 

The Raewyn Connell Prize 
 

The Outstanding Service to TASA Award 
 

The JoS Best Paper Award 
 
Meet the winning authors of The Stephen Crook Memo-

rial Prize and the Raewyn Connell Prize at the Confer-

ŜƴŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ΨaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊΩ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ 

9th of December, 2010.  

TASA Thematic Group  
Support Scheme  

The Jean Martin Award, 2011  

Nominations for the 2011 Jean Martin Award close on 

April 1st, 2011.  

For the full details, please go to http://www.tasa.org.au/

tasa-awards/jean-martin-award/ 

TASA Prizes  

Thank you  



 

This year, TASA is awarding five Postgraduate Confer-

ence Scholarships and two Scholarships for Sociologists 

Outside of Academe. Each prize includes monetary sup-

port to present a refereed paper at the 2010 Conference 

at Macquarie. We would like to thank all entrants and 

congratulate the following scholarship winners. 

2010 TASA Postgraduate Conference Scholarship Win-

ners (in alphabetical order): 

Justin Iu - Australian National University 

Trevor Lovett - University of South Australia 

Melissa Phillips - University of Melbourne 

Jamilla Rosdahl - University of the Sunshine Coast 

Nicole Stirling - University of Queensland 

2010 TASA Conference Scholarship for Sociologists Out-

side Academe: 

Dina Bowman - Brotherhood of St Laurence 

Stephen Kerry - Independent Researcher 

Our warmest congratulations are extended to all of the 

scholarship winners. We hope you enjoy your confer-

ence experience and look forward to a continuing asso-

ciation in the future. 

The editors of Nexus for 2011, Nick Osbaldiston and 

Peta Cook, would like to extend an invitation for willing 

participants to be representatives for their institutions 

in the UNINews section of the Nexus newsletter. Essen-

tially, the representatives will be responsible for pro-

viding short blurbs on any new occurrences within the 

University that they are housed (such as movements, 

ARC/CRC funding grants, Seminars, etc). The submis-

sions would only need be 50-150 words in length de-

pending on events, etc. We feel this would be benefi-

cial to the entire network of TASA so that we are in-

formed on key happenings across Australia. Please for-

ward names and emails to Nick Osbaldiston at 

no@unimelb.edu.au before December 17th. We wel-

come anyone and especially encourage postgraduates 

to volunteer. 
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Nexus Advertising  

Please direct all advertising enquiries to Sally Daly at: 

admin@tasa.org.au 

Nexus 2011  

There will be four issues of Nexus in 2011; February, 

May, August and November. Copy deadline for the Feb-

ruary issue is January 14th, 2011. All inquiries should be 

made directly to Nick Osbaldiston 

(no@unimelb.edu.au) and Peta Cook 

(Peta.Cook@utas.edu.au ). 

TASA Conference  
Scholarship Winners, 2010  

Needed for 2011 ï  
UNINews reps for Nexus  

 
 
 

New TASAweb  
 

Coming Soon!  

mailto:no@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:Peta.Cook@utas.edu.au


 

 

TASA Membership  
 

About TASA  
TASA began its life in 1963 as the Sociological Association of Australia and New Zealand (SAANZ) and in-

corporated in 1968. In 1988 the association changed its name to TASA. TASA members include sociologists 

and social scientists consisting of academics, postgraduate and undergraduate students, public servants, 

consultants and social researchers. 

TASA plays a vital role in Australian sociology - promoting the discipline, serving its members, and support-

ing the next generation of sociologists. By becoming a member you assist TASA to promote Sociology and 

to continue addressing issues of relevance to Australian sociologists.  

Membership Benefits:  

Journal of Sociology* 

Nexus newsletter 

ballot entry for Health Sociology Review 

discount rates to the annual TASA conference 

ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ¢!{! 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ  

Members-only TASA E-list:  

members-only section of TASAweb: access to TASA publications such as Refereed Conference Pro-

ceedings  

ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ¢!{!Ωǎ ǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ  

access to TASA Awards and Prizes 

substantial discount rates for student membership and conference registration  

discounts on advertising in Nexus and TASAweb  

enhance your CV and employment prospects by demonstrating your professional involvement and 

networking with colleagues  

Please note that TASA membership is on a calendar year basis from January 1st to December 31st. Those 

joining later in the year will receive back copies of journals and newsletters for that calendar year but their 

membership will expire on December 31st. 

 

*not available with the lower income membership rate 
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Friday December 10th, 2010  

We have a full day of events planned for health day this year, with international visitors as well as 

Australian speakers. These will include: 

Professor David Pilgrim of the University of Central Lancashire 

Professor Anne Rogers of the University of Manchester 

Professor Rick Iedema of the University of Technology Sydney 

Professor Stephanie Short of the University of Sydney 

Professor Dorothy Broom of the Australian National University 

Dr Margaret Sargent, formerly of the Universities of New South Wales and Sydney  

Time Program 

10-10.30 Coffee and welcome 

10.30-12.30 Panel Discussion: Doing Sociology With Medicine: Challenges and Opportunities for Re-
search and Teaching 

12.30-1.30 Lunch 

1.30-3.30 Panel Discussion: Reflections on the Field: The Early Years and Progress in the Sociology of 
Health, Illness and Medicine. 

3.30-4.00 Coffee 

4.00-4.30 Report from the Health Sociology Review 

The organisers of Health Day would like to thank eContent for making copies of Health Sociology 

Review  available to all participants and for donating two, one year subscriptions  

Convenors: Dr Fran Collyer and Professor Alan Petersen. 

All Welcome! 

 

TASA 
Health Day 



 

http://www.tasa.org.au  


