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To further the creation of a sustainable and just world, and for the 
advancement of science, the question posed by Alfred McClung Lee, 

“Sociology for whom?” should be answered: sociology for all humans and 
other animals

David Nibert (2003, p.22)

Forty years ago, Clifton Bryant challenged sociologists to address their neglect of the ‘zoological connection’ in order to 
better understand the social world we share with other animals. In the decades that followed, socio-ecological studies of 
animals – that have developed the sociological imagination in different ways – have grown significantly. As a result, we have 
a burgeoning body of research to inform our understandings of multispecies entanglements as they relate to various social 
contexts. This ranges from insights on lived inter-species relationships and the structural conditions that underpin them, to 
the complex interplay of resistance and conformity that accompany any struggle towards a sustainable and just world. This 
collective knowledge has never been more needed than it is right now. 2020 has been a year of cataclysms and crises, with 
pandemics, bushfires, floods and other manifestations of our changing climate wreaking havoc on the integrity and stability 
of social and ecological systems. These disturbances are unmistakably intertwined with more-than-human relations and how 
living entities engage with and impact on the materiality of the world. We can no longer choose to ignore the zoological 
connection, nor the devastating impacts humans have had on our shared planet. The pursuit of a sustainable and just world 
cannot be postponed any longer. 

This is a discussion that sociologists working in multispecies fields are well placed to inform. To this end, the Australian 
Sociological Association’s ‘Sociology & Animals Thematic Group’, the American Sociological Association’s ‘Society & 
Animals Section’ the Canadian Sociological Association’s ‘Animals in Society’ research cluster and the International 
Association of Vegan Sociologists have united to present an online showcase of cutting-edge research in the animal studies 
domain. This event will bring together research and researchers that critically explore aspects of human-nonhuman animal 
entanglements, and it will broadcast this research to a wide audience so that this research might inform pursuits of a more 
just and sustainable future: whatever that might transpire to be. We welcome presentation proposals from scholars 
conducting sociological research that is for nonhuman animals, including (but not limited to):

We welcome submissions for 15minute presentations by way of 300-word abstracts to be sent to info@vegansociology.com 
by the 30th June 2020. This is an online conference therefore all presentations will be delivered in live video 
conference format on the August 8 2020. Presenters will be provided with technical assistance and opportunities to trial 
their presentations in the lead up to the conference. 
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* Theorising multispecies entanglements
* Qualitative and/or quantitative research for nonhuman 

animals
* Nonhuman animal related activism and activist 

movements
* Veganism
* Social construction of nonhuman animals
* Capitalism and animals

* Human/Nonhuman animal labour
* Multispecies methods
* Anthroparchy/anthropocentrism
* Violence 
* Posthumanism
* Intersectional approaches to nonhuman animal studies
* Companion animal togetherness
* Imagining multispecies justice


